surround him, the University of Marburg made him Doctor honoris causa in 2003.
So, is he now finally retired? No, any compound word containing "tired" in it is wrong if used in connection with Klaus Unsicker. Since his official academic retirement in Heidelberg, he has moved southward to Freiburg University for two major reasons: first, this is the university in which his dear wife, Kerstin Krieglstein, is now Full Professor and Director of the Department of Molecular Embryology at the Institute of Anatomy and Cell Biology, and this is where the family lives. And second, here, Klaus was and is able to continue his ambitious research program on "Growth factors in development and functions of the nervous system" as part of a Special Research Program (SFB) of the German Research Foundation (DFG) at Freiburg i. Br. (SFB 592) entitled "Signaling mechanisms in embryogenesis and organogenesis". So, luckily for all sides, and notably for Klaus, the researcher, himself "The beat goes on", with both Kerstin and Klaus in the same program: Ad multos annos! "International" is a word that immediately comes to one's mind when one looks at Klaus Unsicker's life and his attitude towards research. He was a postdoctoral fellow in Sweden, the UK, the USA, and Australia, and Visiting Professor in the USA (San Diego and the NIH in Bethesda) and in Finland (University of Helsinki). The enormously high regard in which he is held by his international colleagues is probably best demonstrated by the eminent presidencies and important offices to which he has been elected: so, inter alia, he has been President of the German Society for Anatomy and of the International Society of Developmental Neuroscience; he has been Speaker for three major SFBs and Chairman of the DFG Neuroscience Panel. He was and is a member of the editorial boards of many important journals, of which certainly the office of the Editor-inChief (Coordinating Editor) of Cell and Tissue Research is the most time-consuming. Finally, his high reputation in the field of cell biology and histology is also documented by numerous awards and elections, including the membership of the Academia Leopoldina, the Max Planck Society Research Award in 1997, the Aschoff medal in 2001, and his recent election as Honorary Member of the Romanian Society of Cell Biology.
The results of the now 326 publications of Klaus Unsicker's research, notably his findings in neuronal and neuroendocrine cells and tissues, and, in recent years in particular, his biologically and medically important contributions to our knowledge of the effects of growth factors and other trophic factors on the diverse elements of cells of the various parts of the nervous system and its development, are too voluminous and important to be discussed in such a birthday congratulation. They undoubtedly deserve a special issue of CTR all to themselves. Werner W. Franke, Section Editor
